Classic Gauley Riverside Overnight

To learn more about your overnight trip on the Gauley River, we’ve compiled a basic itinerary. Although each trip is unique, this overview will give you a good idea of what to expect.

· Arrive at ACE 75 minutes prior to your trip check-in time. Meet your Trip Leader and fill out release forms. (Minors unattended by legal guardians must bring a signed ACE release form.)

· Get organized. Your trip leader will help you get all of your gear ready for the trip. Everything for the overnight will be bussed directly to the campsite for you. Bring your own pillow, sleeping bag, sleeping pad, personal toiletries, extra beverages and snacks, games, a good book or whatever you may need for your night at camp. Your reservationist is a great resource if you have any questions.

· Change into your river gear, get fitted with a PFD (personal floatation device), paddle and helmet and board the bus for the river.

· You are headed to the Upper Gauley. The ride to the Summersville Dam put-in is approximately 45 minutes. During the ride, your trip leader will deliver a safety talk explaining the fundamentals of rafting, proper use of equipment and safety procedures. 

· Once you arrive, the trip leader will make guide/guest raft assignments. Each guide will then take over with more specific direction for the group. Basic strokes, paddling techniques and guide commands are demonstrated and practiced before heading downstream.

· Your morning on the Upper Gauley is chock full of rapids, including six Class V+.

· Just below Sweet’s Falls, a 14-foot drop, we stop for a hot-grilled lunch at ACE’s private site. It’s the perfect vantage point to watch other rafters maneuver this massive rapid.

· After lunch, we head down stream for more big-water rapids.

· Day one ends at ACE’s private camp across from Junk Yard Rapid. Tents and primitive restrooms are already set up. All of your overnight gear is waiting for you.

· The guides get busy prepping your dinner. Campfire nachos are an ACE favorite. Steaks are usually on the menu but if you have any dietary restrictions, we can adapt. Just let your reservationist know when you book your trip.

· It’s time to relax, enjoy the evening.

· On the Classic Overnight, you get to sleep in and take your time getting started since the Lower Gauley is right out your front door. No shuttle required.

· Enjoy a full-on smorgasbord for breakfast prepared by your guide staff.

· We pack up your gear and take it back to ACE while you head down the river for a day on the Lower Gauley. 

· Midday we’ll stop at one of ACE’s private riverside sites for an all-you-can-eat hot-grilled lunch.

· Your day ends just past the last rapid on the Lower Gauley. This take-out is an ACE exclusive – all other companies have to paddle an additional hour of flat water to the public take-out.

· Load up the rafts and board the bus back to ACE. 

· Back at ACE, get cleaned up and head to the Big Top to watch your whitewater video.

